
APPENDIX
IN-PERSON LISTENING SESSIONS (4 sessions, n = 131 participants)

AGE
14 - 17
18 - 25
26 - 39
40 - 55

46
24
62
107

56 - 74
75+
No Response

226
115
12

GENDER
Female
Male
Non-Binary
No Response

395
160
1
36

ONLINE LISTENING SURVEY (n = 461 participants)
average time to complete - 35 minutes

average length - 2 hours

OVERALL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

ETHNICITY
Asian
Caucasian
Native American

50
434
7

Black / African-American 
Hispanic / Latino
Other

8
87
8

IN-PERSON LISTENING SESSION DISCUSSION SECTIONS
Discussion A: "Our Journey Together Now"

How have we “journeyed together” as a Church in recent years?
Please give concrete examples of fruitful experiences, as well as examples of what has
hindered our journeying together.
We invite you to share positive experiences and bring to light challenging and negative
experiences.

Discussion B: "Journeying Together in the Future"
How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more fully in the
coming years?
What are your hopes for the Church to live in deeper unity, to promote participation, and
to proclaim the Gospel?
Please give concrete examples.
As you think of possibilities, perhaps pay attention to the ideas that give you clarity,
enthusiasm, peace, and hope (these may be an indication of the promptings of the Spirit)
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ONLINE LISTENING SURVEY DESIGN

OPENING PAGE

I consider myself a Catholic. 
I am no longer a Catholic.

We want to hear from you. Practicing Catholics. Cultural Catholics. Former Catholics. And
everybody in between.

The Church really needs to hear your voice. Your story has power to break down barriers. Individual
responses will remain confidential and anonymous. Thank You!

Q1. Please select the choice that best describes you.

"I consider myself Catholic"
Q2a. How do you currently self-identify?
A Christian
B Spiritual but not Religious
C Practicing Catholic
D Agnostic
E Catholic but non-practicing
F Mindfulness Practice
G Also affiliated with a religion other than Roman Catholicism
H Cultural Catholic, it's part of my heritage
I My spouse/partner is Catholic
J Baptized in another faith but attend Catholic services
K Minimally Catholic
L Other (type in)

Q2b. What is your experience of being Catholic?
A I take my Catholic faith very seriously.
B Being affiliated with a religion does not necessarily make you religious or spiritual.
C I do not go to Mass, but I'm Catholic in my heart and actions.
D When I'm with my family I go to Church to please them.
E I will attend Mass, but the institutional Church is no longer relevant to me.
F I have Christian symbols in my home.
G Many of the values I hold in life come from my Catholic upbringing.
H Mass is boring and I don't get much out of it.
I My child/children is/are being raised Catholic.
J I'm just too busy to spend much time thinking about spiritual things.
K I believe in a Divine presence.
L I believe God intervenes in people's lives.
M I believe there is something "more" beyond us that calls to us.
N I believe that God's nature is incomprehensible and limitless.
O I pray/talk to deceased relatives and friends.
P I have a personal relationship with God.
Q I believe that God engages us at our deepest level in dreams, internal "proddings" and through
other people.
R I believe that God engages us at our deepest level through scripture and devotional practices.
S Belonging to a parish is an essential aspect of being Catholic for me.
T My spirituality encompasses multiple religious traditions and cultural views.
U I find it hard to practice my Catholic faith when my spouse/partner is not Catholic.
V Attending mass nourishes my spirituality.
W I participate in outreach activities because of my Catholic faith.
X I pray at meals.
Y I'm disappointed that my children are no longer Catholic.
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Yes
No

Z I'm disappointed that my grandchildren are not baptized.
A The sexual abuse scandal makes me question my association with the Catholic Church.
AB The Church is the people of God.
AC I have been in / currently in a Bible study group.
AD I have a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit.
AE I have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
AF I have a personal devotion to the Blessed Mother.

Q2c. Would you like to further articulate anything about your experience of being a Catholic?
(Comment response)

Q2d. What are your thoughts on Catholic doctrine?
A I accept the Church's authority and follow all of the Church's teachings.
B I believe that Jesus is fully present in the Eucharist in a special way.
C Some church doctrines are impossible for me to accept.
D I believe that Catholicism is the only true religion.
E I believe that Jesus was put to death to atone for our sins.
F I believe that Jesus was a dynamic prophet but I'm not sure that he was God.
G I believe that Jesus revealed to humanity the very character of God.
H I believe in a literal interpretation of the Bible.
I I agree with the Church's stance on divorce.
J I disagree with the Church's stance on divorce.
K Some Church doctrine is out of step with the times.
L I agree with the Church's stance on the ordination of women.
M I disagree with the Church's stance on the ordination of women.
N I believe that the Bible is not to be taken literally.
O I agree with the Church's stance on LGBTQ people.
P I disagree with the Church's stance on LBGTQ people.
Q I believe that Jesus rose from the dead.
R I agree with the Church's stance on abortion.
S I disagree with the Church's stance on abortion.
T I believe in an afterlife.
U I'm not sure there is an afterlife.
V Patriarchy is an important church tradition and should remain so.
W The patriarchal structure of the Church must change in order for the Church to grow.
X I agree with the Church's stance on birth control.
Y I disagree with the Church's stance on birth control.
Z I believe that the Church is capable of change.
AA I dont' believe in a God who would require God's own Son to suffer and die in order to forgive
the human race of its sins.
AB I believe everything we recite in the Creed.
AC I agree with the Church's stance on euthanasia.
AD I disagree with the Church's stance on euthanasia.

Q2e. Would you like to further articulate anything about your thoughts on Catholic doctrine?
(Comment response)

Q2f. Do you belong to St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community (past and present)?
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Q2g. (If No) - How did you find out about our listening survey?
A I live in the neighborhood.
B A family member or friend of mine handed me a link / QR code to the survey.
C I receive Fr. Gil's weekly email newsletter.
D I belong to another parish.
E Other (type in)

Q2h (If Yes) - What best describes you?
A I am a current parishioner.
B I used to be a parishioner but now belong to another parish.
C I am a graduate of the school.
D Other (type in)

Q2i. Do you presently have a child in the school or in our religious education program?
A Yes, I have a child in the parish school.
B Yes, I have a child in the parish religious education program.
C No, but I hope to send my child to the parish school.
D No, but I hope to send my child to the parish religious education program.
E No

Q2j. What is your experience of St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community?
A The parish gives me tools that support the practice of my faith at home.
B I feel isolated and alone when I attend mass.
C The parish school is my source of connection and community life.
D I am aware of the opportunities for community service offered by the parish.
E I am aware of the opportunities for group prayer and meditation offered by the parish.
F I know the names of all the priests at the parish.
G The parish is a convenient place to attend mass - I don't need it to be anything more.
H I find the homilies help me understand the readings and their significance to my life.
I I don't find the parish to be very welcoming.
J I would like to serve more actively in the parish but I don't know how to get involved.
K I support the parish financially.
L I appreciate how the specific mission of the Paulist Fathers influences this community.
M Music enhances my experience of the mass.
N Music distracts from my experience of the mass.
O I attend mass at St. Paul's.
P I attend mass at different parishes.
Q I find the parish a warm and welcoming place.

Q2k. Would you like to further articulate anything about your experiences at our parish?
(Comment response)

Q2l. If you were having lunch with Pope Francis, what would you want to talk with him about?
(Comment response) —> and then goes to Q4

APPENDIX89



"I am no longer Catholic"
Q3a. How do you currently self-identify?
A Spiritual but not Religious
B Christian
C Ex-Catholic
D Secularist
E Catholic but not practicing
F Agnostic
G Catholic
H I practice Mindfulness
I Affiliated with a religion other than Roman Catholicism
J Cultural Catholic
K Atheist
L I attend Mass only on Christmas and Easter
M My spouse/partner is Catholic
N I have children in Catholic School / I plan to send my children to Catholic School
O I have children in a Religious Education Program / plan to send my children to a Religious
Education Program.
P Other (type in)

Q3b. Is there anything you miss about being Catholic?
A Belonging to a community
B Scheduled time to pray and reflect
C Being part of a world care organization
D The security of believing in an afterlife
E I don't miss anything
F Certain rituals
G Receiving the Eucharist
H Being associated with a historical religion
I Having a spiritual path for myself
J Praying with other people
K Social functions
L Homilies that help me grow spiritually
M Going to confession
N A tie to family members
O A spiritual path for my children
P Having something to believe in

Q3c. Would you like to further articulate anything you might miss about being Catholic?
(Comment response)

Q3d. What are you current spiritual practices and beliefs?
A I pray when I'm worried or anxious.
B I don't believe there is anything "out there" to pray to.
C I meditate to center myself.
D I struggle with exploring my spirituality.
E I don't believe in God.
F I believe the universe/creation is dynamic and that a person can tap into that energy.
G I talk/pray to deceased relatives and friends.
H I sometimes sense a transcendent presence.
I I pray/talk to Jesus.
J I pray/talk to God.
K I believe in the Spirit.
L I believe in a Divine presence.
M I don't know if there is a God.
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Yes (Q3h)
No (Q4)

Yes
No

N I believe God is love.
O I believe that God engages us at our deepest levels in dreams, internal "prodding" and through
other people.
P I believe that God engages us at our deepest levels through scripture and devotional practices.
Q I believe there is an extra dimension to reality.
R My beliefs about God change all the time.
S I only trust science and what can be proven.
T I find God in nature.
U My spirituality encompasses multiple religious traditions and culture views.
V I do not pray.
W I worry that there is nothing beyond this life.
X If God exists why is the world in such a bad shape?
Y I find myself praying sometimes even though I don't believe.
Z I don't know how to pray.

Q3e. Would you like to further articulate anything about your spirituality practices and
beliefs?
(Comment response)

Q3f. What could the Church do to invite you back with a sense of relevance and belonging?
(Comment response)

Q3g. Are you associated with St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community in Los Angeles, CA?

Q3h. (If YES), How are you associated to St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community?
A I went to St. Paul the Apostle School.
B My children went to St. Paul the Apostle School.
C I have a friend/acquaintance who goes to St. Paul's.
D I am currently associated with St. Paul's.
E I used to be associated with St. Paul's.
F My children went to Religious Ed at St. Paul's.

-survey merges at this point-
Q4. What is your age?
A Under 18.    B 18 - 25.    C 26 - 39.  . D 40 - 55.    E 56 - 74.    F 75 +

Q5. With what gender do you self-identify?
(Comment response)

Q6. What is your ethnicity?
A American Indian or Alaskan Native     B Asian or Pacific Islander     C Black or African American
D Hispanic or Latino.    E White / Caucasian.    F Prefer not to answer     G Other (type in)

Q7. What is your US zip code, or country if outside the United States? (Optional)
Q8. Would you be interested in being part of a group discussion of the findings of this
survey?

Q9. (If YES) Please leave us your email address so that we can contact you.
Q10. Name (Optional)
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ALL

(n=401)
 

ST. PAUL'S
(n=167)

 

 n % n %

I take my Catholic faith very seriously. 233 58.10 101 60.48

Being affiliated with a religion does not necessarily make you religious or spiritual. 127 31.67 50 29.94

I do not go to Mass, but I'm Catholic in my heart and actions. 64 15.96 17 10.18

When I'm with my family I go to Church to please them. 21 5.24 5 2.99

I will attend Mass, but the institutional Church is no longer relevant to me. 83 20.70 24 14.37

I have Christian symbols in my home. 242 60.35 106 63.47

Many of the values I hold in life come from my Catholic upbringing. 273 68.08 109 65.27

Mass is boring and I don't get much out of it. 36 8.98 14 8.38

My child/children is/are being raised Catholic. 106 26.43 59 35.33

I'm just too busy to spend much time thinking about spiritual things. 4 1.00 1 0.60

I believe in a Divine presence. 263 65.59 110 65.87

I believe God intervenes in people's lives. 223 55.61 94 56.29

I believe there is something "more" beyond us that calls to us. 245 61.10 100 59.88

I believe that God's nature is incomprehensible and limitless. 237 59.10 99 59.28

I pray/talk to deceased relatives and friends. 174 43.39 75 44.91

I have a personal relationship with God. 239 59.60 97 58.08

I believe that God engages us at our deepest level in dreams, internal "proddings" and through
other people.

193 48.13 77 46.11

I believe that God engages us at our deepest level through scripture and devotional practices. 177 44.14 70 41.92

Belonging to a parish is an essential aspect of being Catholic for me. 178 44.39 91 54.49

My spirituality encompasses multiple religious traditions and cultural views. 87 21.70 34 20.36

I find it hard to practice my Catholic faith when my spouse/partner is not Catholic. 14 3.49 7 4.19

Attending mass nourishes my spirituality. 212 52.87 105 62.87

I participate in outreach activities because of my Catholic faith. 129 32.17 50 29.94

I pray at meals. 173 43.14 67 40.12

I'm disappointed that my children are no longer Catholic. 72 17.96 32 19.16

I'm disappointed that my grandchildren are not baptized. 29 7.23 13 7.78

The sexual abuse scandal makes me question my association with the Catholic Church. 117 29.18 42 25.15

The Church is the people of God. 183 45.64 77 46.11

I have been in / currently in a Bible study group. 119 29.68 40 23.95

I have a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit. 150 37.41 55 32.93

I have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 194 48.38 72 43.11

I have a personal devotion to the Blessed Mother. 143 35.66 51 30.54

Experience of Being Catholic
ONLINE LISTENING SURVEY AGGREGATE RESPONSES
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ALL

(n=401)
 

ST. PAUL'S
(n=167)

 

 n % n %

I accept the Church's authority and follow all of the Church's teachings. 69 17.21 24 14.37

I believe that the Church is capable of change. 248 61.85 116 69.46

I believe everything we recite in the Creed. 165 41.15 79 47.31

I believe that Catholicism is the only true religion. 44 10.97 11 6.59

I believe that Jesus was put to death to atone for our sins. 220 54.86 105 62.87

I don't believe in a God who would require God's own Son to suffer and die in order to forgive
the human race of its sins.

33 8.23 8 4.79

I believe that Jesus was a dynamic prophet but I'm not sure that he was God. 31 7.73 13 7.78

I believe that Jesus revealed to humanity the very character of God. 256 63.84 103 61.68

Some church doctrines are impossible for me to accept. 199 49.63 84 50.30

Some Church doctrine is out of step with the times. 249 62.09 109 65.27

I agree with the Church's stance on divorce. 49 12.22 12 7.19

I disagree with the Church's stance on divorce. 216 53.87 94 56.29

I agree with the Church's stance on the ordination of women. 50 12.47 14 8.38

I disagree with the Church's stance on the ordination of women. 255 63.59 111 66.47

I agree with the Church's stance on LGBTQ people. 51 12.72 14 8.38

I disagree with the Church's stance on LGBTQ people. 226 56.36 97 58.08

I agree with the Church's stance on abortion. 129 32.17 48 28.74

I disagree with the Church's stance on abortion. 153 38.15 68 40.72

Patriarchy is an important church tradition and should remain so. 30 7.48 10 5.99

The patriarchal structure of the Church must change in order for the Church to grow. 237 59.10 96 57.49

I agree with the Church's stance on birth control. 39 9.73 9 5.39

I disagree with the Church's stance on birth control. 252 62.84 111 66.47

I agree with the Church's stance on euthanasia. 125 31.17 44 26.35

I disagree with the Church's stance on euthanasia. 100 24.94 47 28.14

I believe in a literal interpretation of the Bible. 15 3.74 7 4.19

I believe that the Bible is not to be taken literally. 196 48.88 76 45.51

I believe that Jesus rose from the dead. 276 68.83 116 69.46

I believe in an afterlife. 299 74.56 125 74.85

I'm not sure there is an afterlife. 54 13.47 20 11.98

I believe that Jesus is fully present in the Eucharist in a special way. 284 70.82 120 71.86

Beliefs / Doctrine Issues
ONLINE LISTENING SURVEY AGGREGATE RESPONSES
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ST.
PAUL'S
(n=167)

 

n %

I find the parish a warm and welcoming place. 117 70.06

I don't find the parish to be very welcoming. 18 10.78

I feel isolated and alone when I attend mass. 19 11.38

The parish school is my source of connection and community life. 48 28.74

I know the names of all the priests at the parish. 143 85.63

I appreciate how the specific mission of the Paulist Fathers influences this community. 112 67.07

I find the homilies help me understand the readings and their significance to my life. 114 68.26

The parish gives me tools that support the practice of my faith at home. 105 62.87

I support the parish financially. 133 79.64

I attend mass at St. Paul's. 161 96.41

I attend mass at different parishes. 59 35.33

The parish is a convenient place to attend mass - I don't need it to be anything more. 25 14.97

Music enhances my experience of the mass. 150 89.82

Music distracts from my experience of the mass. 9 5.39

I am aware of the opportunities for community service offered by the parish. 122 73.05

I am aware of the opportunities for group prayer and meditation offered by the parish. 107 64.07

I would like to serve more actively in the parish but I don't know how to get involved. 23 13.77

Parish-Specific Questions
ONLINE LISTENING SURVEY AGGREGATE RESPONSES

"I used to pray that God would feed the hungry,
or do this or that, but now I pray that he will
guide me to do whatever I'm supposed to

do, what I can do. I used to pray for answers,
but now I'm praying for strength. I used to

believe that prayer changes things, but now I
know that prayer changes us and we

change things."
St. Teresa of Calcutta

(Mother Teresa)
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Listening to the heartbeat of today's world
f o r  a  s y n o d a l  c h u r c h

W A L K I N G  T O G E T H E R  I N  F A I T H





synod@sp-apostle.org


